selecting suspected Aeromonas colonies on the basis of fermentation characteristics can be misleading. Secondly, certain carbohydrates may have an inhibitory effect on the growth of Aeromonas sp. Both xylose and lactose, common in several enteric media, have been reported to be inhibitory for some strains of Aeromonas sp. (6) , presumably due to by-products of carbohydrate metabolism. Finally, acid production, a key to clinical differentiation with carbohydratecontaining media, may result in a false-negative oxidase test result. In response to these drawbacks, we sought a reliable screening method for Aeromonas sp. Gracey and co-workers recommended the use of sheep blood agar with 10 p.g of ampicillin per ml (ASBA) (4). We began using this medium, preceded by enrichment with alkaline peptone water (APW) * Corresponding author.
(pH 8.4) (6, 9) and obtained a markedly increased isolation rate.
Stool specimens were transported to the laboratory within 2 h of collection on swabs in modified Amies (clear) transport medium (Precision Scientific, Inc.). The plating media previously described were inoculated directly. In addition, APW was inoculated and incubated for 16 to 18 h at 35°C, after which a large (3-mm) loopful from the upper one-third of the tube was streaked on ASBA. Plates were incubated at 35°C for 18 to 24 h and were examined for low, gray, moist-appearing colonies with or without hemolysis. Individual colonies were tested for oxidase activity. Oxidasepositive colonies were identified as A. hydrophila by the API 20E (Analytab Products) system, sensitivity to 0/129 vibriostatic agent (2,4-diamino-6,7-diisopropylpteridine), and their ability to grow in various concentrations (0, 3, 7, or 10%) of sodium chloride.
After the introduction of APW enrichment and ASBA agar, our isolation rates increased dramatically ( Nearly all strains grew on the media tested with the exception of thiosulfate-citrate-bile salts-sucrose and cefsulodin-irgasan-novobiocin (Table 3) . However, Aeromonas colonies did not uniformly appear as suspicious on the respective media and would probably have been missed in an actual screening procedure. In contrast, Aeromonas colonies on ASBA were low, gray, moist, and consistently oxidase positive.
Hemolytic activity, as previously reported (2,5), was observed with only approximately 20% of isolates. Of 366 Table 2 for an explanation of abbreviations.
bAeromoatas colonies resembling those of organisms for which the medium was designed to differentiate or select were defined as suspicious. ' Both fermentative and nonfermentative colonies are suspicious for various members of the family Vibrionaceaec.
Aeromonas isolates grown on ASBA medium, 53 (14%) were beta-hemolytic, while 22 (5.8%) were alpha-hemolytic. Enrichment with APW for various times and incubation temperatures has long been advocated for members of the family Vibrionaceae. Accordingly, APW has been found to be a useful enrichment medium for Aeromonas sp. (6, 9) . However, extending the incubation time beyond 18 h has been associated with a marked reduction in isolation rates with this medium (6) . It should be noted that, in this study, APW enrichment was used only with ASBA and TCBS plates; therefore, it was not possible for us to evaluate its effect on Aeromonas isolation rates from the other media we used.
In summary, our experience with several commonly used enteric media gives further evidence of their inadequacy for the recovery of A. hydrophila from stool specimens. We found that the combination of APW enrichment with primary plating on ASBA significantly increased our isolation of Aeromonas sp. from stool samples of both symptomatic and asymptomatic individuals. We felt this increase was due to the enriching action of APW and the unique ability of ASBA to support the growth of Aeromonas sp., yield an accurate oxidase test result, present characteristic colonies, and not rely on fermentable carbohydrates for colonial differentiation.
